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nation of the facts. National health insurance was a part
of the platform of the Commonwealth (nonlabor) Govern-
ment led by the late Prime Minister, Joseph Lyons. A bill
was brought down, debated, and all the necessary organi-
zation planned. Then came grave threats of war, and the
necessity arose of spending up to the limit of Australia's
resources on war preparedness. Under the circumstances,
the Government decided that national insurance must be
delayed, but certainly not abandoned.

Because of his opposition to delay in establishing national
insurance, the Hon. R. G. Menzies, Attorney-General, re-
signed from the Lyons Government. On the death of Mr.
Lyons, Mr. Menzies was elected leader of his party and
became Prime Minister.
As the new Prime Minister has staked his political future

on establishing national health insurance, it is safe to pre-
dict that if he retains his office he will lose little time in
bringing the system into operation.
Herewith I am sending you copy of a speech in the

Federal Senate by the leader of the Lyons Government
in that Chamber (Senator McLachlan), and a resume of
a speech by the Commonwealth Treasurer in the House of
Representatives.

Should you need further material, I suggest you write
to the Hon. R. G. Menzies, Prime Minister, Canberra,
Australia.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed): A. H. O'CONNOR,

Manager.
t f t

COMMENT

(Note: Doctor Brown's letter and enclosure were sent
to Dr. Morris Fishbein, Editor of The Journal of the
American Medical Association. Doctor Fishbein's reply
follows.)

(coPY)
THE JOURNAL OF THE

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Chicago, August 29, 1939.
Dr. George H. Kress
San Francisco, California
My dear George:

All of the evidence which we can collect from various
sources indicates that, while the Health Insurance Act was
passed in Australia, they have never been able to enforce the
Act. If you will look at the Medical Journal of Australia
for March 11, 1939, you will find a letter from a physician
in which he says, "Happily, it appears that national in-
surance is done."
The battle for and against health insurance in Australia

well-nigh disrupted the profession, and it is likely that there
will be changes in their constitution in relationship to the
handling of such matters.

In the meantime, we have plenty of evidence that every-
thing that our correspondent has written on this subject
is a fact. It is quite possible that the simple statement that
Australia has abandoned its health insurance plan is mis-
leading unless there is also a full explanation, but the fact
remains that that statement is, nevertheless, true. It is also
quite possible that some time in the future attempts will
be made to make the law effective, and it is possible also
that someone may in the future attempt to pass another
law. It is still the truth that in Australia for the present
health insurance is finished.

Sincerely yours,
(Signed): MORRIS FISHBEIN.

(copy)
AMIERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION

Chicago, September 5, 1939.
Dr. George H. Kress
Secretary, California Medical Association
San Francisco, California
Dear Doctor Kress:

I have before me a memorandum prepared by one of the
associate editors of The Journal of the American Medical
Association. The following paragraph is taken from that
memorandum:

"In regard to the correspondence from Doctor Kress of
California: The general tone of the letters of the Aus-
tralian correspondent has indicated a stubborn and per-
sistent opposition to health insurance in that country. This
opposition to health insurance has come, the correspondeiit
says, not only from the medical profession, but also from
a strong federal labor opposition; from some employers
who are apprehensive about the extra cost they will have
to carry as contributors to the scheme on behalf of their
employees; from a body of rural opinion expressing the
grievances of small farmers who will have to pay contri-
butions for persons they employ but who themselves will
not be eligible to become insured, and finally, from the
existing friendly societies. This is indicated in his letter
in The Journal for January 14, 1939, page 164."

535 North Dearborn Street.
Very sincerely yours,

OLIN WEST.

Subject: Nursing Practice Act of California (1939).*
On September 19, 1939, the Bureau of Registration of

Nurses, which has been under the supervision of the De-
partment of Public Health of the State of California, was
transferred to the California Department of Professional
and Vocational Standards. The following letter should
be of interest:

(coPY)
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Sacramento, August 31, 1939.
NOTICE OF NURSING PRACTICE ACT OF CALIFORNIA

A copy of the Nursing Practice Act of California, which
was signed by the Governor on July 17 and becomes effec-
tive on September 19, is herewith enclosed.
The personnel of the Bureau of Registration of Nurses is

being transferred to the Department of Professional and
Vocational Standards. The titles of all positions will remain
the same except that of Chief of the Bureau of Registration
of Nurses, which will become Executive Secretary of the
Board of Examiners.
The three offlces will be maintained. Their addresses

will be:
Board of Nurse Examiners, Department of Professional

and Vocational Standards-
Sacramento (main office).
515 Van Ness Avenue, San Francisco.
906 State Building, Los Angeles.

BUREAU OF REGISTRATION OF NURSES.

Subject: Broken intra-uterine ring-Autopsy.
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

SAN LuIs OBISPO COUNTY
September 13, 1939.

To the Editor:-Last week I performed an autopsy on
a woman, thirty-three years old, who died from an acute

* For copy of the law, write to California State Printing
Offlce, George H. Moore, State Printer, Sacramento.
The "Trained Attendant Act" (enacted May 5, 1919; Stat-

utes of 1919, page 242) providing for schools for "trained
attendants," remains under the Jurisdiction of the Cali-
fornia State Board of Public Health. For copy of the Act,
address California State Board of Public Health, State
Building, San Francisco.
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initestinal obstruction. At the postmortem examination it
was found that a broken intra-uterine ring of the Grafen-
berg type (Journal of the American Medical Association,
April 8, 1939) had caused the obstruction.
One end of the broken ring was embedded in the peri-

toneal surface of the uterus, the other entangled in the
small bowel. Since this ring had been inserted only two
months prior, it is possible that the uterus was perforated
at the time of the insertion. Two months seems a rather
short time for the ring to burrow through the uterus. An
early pregnancy was present. A previous pregnancy was
delivered in March, 1939.

Since these rings are still being used, it appears that they
have not been sufficiently condemned.

Very truly yours,
E. M. BINGHAM, M. D.,

Health Officer.

Subject: Certificate Forms (Premarital Law*).
Certificate Form Required for Each Applicant for a

Marriage License in California
To Be Valid, Test Must Be Made Not More Than
Thirty Days Before the Day the Marriage License

Is Issued
RECORD OF STANDARD LABORATORY BLOOD TEST

(To be filled out and sent to physician with report of
result of test)

THIS Is To CERTIFY, That a ........ ............ test
Name of test or tests

for syphilis was performed on ................ 19 , on a blood
specimensubmitted in the name of ........................................

Full name of applicant
.................................................... ....................................................

Street City

County-State If other than California Name of laboratory

[Signed] ....................................................................
Person authorized to report for laboratory

CERTIFICATE OF PHYSICIAN
(To remain attached to laboratory record)

THIS Is To CERTIFY, That I have examined the person
named in the above laboratory record and, in my opinion,
this person is not infected with syphilis or is not in a stage
of this disease which may become communicable to the
marital partner. I also certify that this person submitted
to a standard laboratory blood test for syphilis, a report of
wzhich I have received and examined.

..............................................................

SIGNATURE OF PHYSICIAN

................................... ......................

Street

.................................................... ......................................................................

City County-State if other than California

................ ............................................................................................

Date of examination of applicant

'Physicians not licensed in California, indicate in which
State licensed ................................................................................

THIS IS To CERTIFY, That I am the applicant referred
to in the above certificates.
Filed: Date

[Applicant's Signature]............................................
....................................................................

County Clerk
* For additional information, see CALIFORNIA AND WEST-

ERN MEDICINE, September, 1939, on pages 145, 200, and 208.

Subject: Treatment of Baldness: Medical Practice
Act.

DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND VOCATIONAL
STANDARDS

BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

420 State Office Building
Sacramento, California
September 26, 1939

To the Editor:-Enclosed herewith please find copy of
Opinion No. NS1860 rendered August 7, 1939, by the office
of the Attorney-General and relating to treatment of bald-
ness, which we thought might be of interest to readers of
CALIFORNIA AND WESTERN MEDICINE.

Very truly yours,
C. B. PINKHAM, M. D.,

Secretary-Treasurer.
f t.,

(copy)
STATE OF CALIFORNIA
LEGAL DEPARTMENT

San Francisco, August 7, 1939.
Charles B. Pinkham, M. D.
Secretary-Treasurer
Board of Medical Examiners
515 Van Ness Avenue
San Francisco, California
Dear Sir:
Under date of July 7, 1939, your assistant special agent,

Joseph W. Williams, addressed to this office a communi-
cation stating that an individual-whom we assume to be
a layman-advertises at his place of business as follows:

"Ex-er-vac Treatment, as used and prescribed by Dr.
Andre A. Cueto, 205."
This individual, Mr. Williams states, occupies a room in

an office building, although his name does not appear on
the building directory.
Under such circumstances it is asked whether this indi-

vidual is violating any provisions of the Business and Pro-
fessions Code dealing with the practice of medicine.
In reply thereto, your attention is called to Section 2141

of the Business and Professions Code. Such section de-
clares it to be a misdemeanor for any person to practice
or attempt to practice or to advertise or to hold himself
out as practicing any system or mode of treating the sick
or afflicted in this State, or to diagnose, treat or prescribe
for any ailment, blemish, deformity, disease, disfigurement,
disorder or injury or other physical condition of any per-
son, unless such person have at the time of so doing a valid,
unrevoked certificate, as provided for in Chapter 5 of the
Business and Professions Code.
The sign indicates that it is a treatment used and pre-

scribed by a doctor. From this it would appear that it is
such a character of treatment as is used and prescribed by
a physician, i. e., a medical type of treatment.

In the case of State vs. Miller, 229 N. W. 569, the Su-
preme Court of North Dakota said in effect: When one
diagnoses disease and prescribes and applies any thera-
peutic agent as a remedy, he is, in a broad sense, practicing
medicine. To "prescribe" means more than suggestion or
opinion. It means to direct the use of a medicine. The
opinion of the court indicated that one who held himself
out as being capable to diagnose ailments, discover the ills
of persons and prescribe the proper remedy, thereby direct-
ing the use of certain medicines and furnishing of them for
that person, either directly or indirectly, is practicing
medicine.
You do not indicate what constitutes the so-called

Ex-er-vac treatment, and in lieu of information in this


